38	SAKYAMUNI THE BUDDHA,
4 A great spiritual genius, smiled on by kings and nobles, beloved
by the people for his kindliness and sanity, supported by a great
experience—the Buddha moves across the stage of Indian history.
Sane, realistic, kindly if caustic at times, serene always, he embodies
the Indian ideal of the Guru or Teacher, and soon people begin to
acclaim him as a Chakkavatti in the realm of Spirit—an emperor
with a begging bowl!'1
His first sermon, a simple and unimpassioned statement
of the Middle Path, is called, The Turning of the Wheel'
—or 'The Founding of the Empire of the Truth, or
Dhamma'—and he is indeed a kingly figure, whose
influence was very soon to spread far afield,
By the guidance of providence, as some would say, or
by a kind of irony of history, according to others, this
great Indian monk, calling men to an other-worldly peace,
became the father of great secular civilizations, and of
a true internationalism. The meaning of this is surely
that the love which he embodied was a wine too strong
for the old monastic bottles, and that the contagion of his
humanity—so wise, so courteous, so serene, so gracious
—has been and is the living core of his religion. His
missionaries embodied it, and kings like Asoka showed
on an imperial scale its power to mould a nation.
Ill
That Buddhism has had a long and complex evolution is
true; that at times it has incorporated too easily the crude
superstitions and moral practices of the peoples whom
it converted is also true. Yet whenever it has been true
to itself it has been a mighty power for good; and its
message to the Peace Conference at Versailles, calling
men to build a new world on the basis of love, is eloquent
testimony that the spirit of Sakyamuni is still with us, and
still pleads in vain with most of us! The cold calm of
Nibbana may not attract us, yet we may all walk along the
Buddha's Middle Path of virtue and sanity; above all we
shall do well to accept his teaching that all other means
* From my Heritage of Asia.

